
Pastor’s page: The Passion and Death of Jesus – Palm Sunday to Easter 

      This weekend we enter into the holiest and most important week of our 
church year. The final week of the life of Jesus Christ, his violent and brutal 
death on the cross, and the glory of the resurrection lie ahead for us. Beginning 
Monday with Reconciliation, make the liturgies of Holy Week your top priority. 
Mark’s gospel, the shortest of the four, devotes one third of its length to the 
final journey of Jesus. The passion narrative that we will hear this Palm Sunday, 
is Mark’s version. 

      The passion of Christ becomes our meditation as our imagination allows us 
to feel with the characters of Peter and the apostles, of Judas and the high 
priest, of Pontius Pilate and the screaming crowds of onlookers, of Mary his 
mother and John the beloved of the Lord. The crucifixion and death of Jesus was 
a shattering series of events in the lives of his disciples. They were hoping that 
he was the one who would set Israel free. His death on a cross as a common 
criminal upended their world. Their expectations were obliterated in the finality 
of death. Even the manner of his death was a scandal for them. “God’s curse 
rests on him who hangs on a tree.” (Deuteronomy 21. 23) 

      They fled for their lives, knowing that they were at risk to be taken captive 
and crucified as the followers of a man perceived to be both a threat to the 
religious authorities and to the Roman Empire. 

      It was only in the unexpected event of the resurrection that they began to 
understand the meaning of the scandal of the cross. They searched the 
Scriptures for themes that would help them understand who Jesus was, and the 
meaning of his death. The powerful motifs of the rejected messengers of God, 
the prophets, and the suffering righteous one (Isaiah, and the book of Wisdom 2 
and the book of Daniel), helped these early Christians deal with the shame of 
Jesus’s public humiliation and death. 

      They began to understand that the death and resurrection of Jesus had set 
them free, ransoming them from sin and death. Paul tells the early church 
community in Corinth:  



      “For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he was 
buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas (Peter), then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died.” (1 Corinthians 15. 3-6) 

      “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the 
Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes.” (Mark 12. 10-11)      
God has triumphed over darkness and death in the crucifixion, and the seeming 
failure of the mission of Christ. Instead, paradoxically, victory and glory can be 
found in the cross. As the hymn “Glory in the Cross” proclaims so well, “Let us 
ever glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, our salvation and our hope. Let us 
bow in homage to the Lord of life, who was broken to make us whole.”  

      God’s great love has conquered all that seeks to destroy the human heart, 
with its hopes and dreams. Death has no power over us, glory fills us all! 

Peace, Father Bruce      -   (See the Bulletin for our Holy Week schedule) 

 


